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History of the Medieval Church (6th-14th Centuries) 

The Fall of the Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity 

• The Role of the Church in a Fractured Society 

• Christianization and Missionary Work 

• Monasticism as a Foundation 

 

Early Monasticism and its Influence on Medieval Christianity 

• The Rule of St. Benedict 

• The Spread of Monasteries  

• Social and Political Influence 

• Monastic Reforms 

 

Rise of Papal Authority in Medieval Christianity 

• The Early Foundations: Pope Gregory the Great (590-604 AD) 

• The Papal States and Temporal Power 

• The Height of Papal Authority: Pope Innocent III (1198-1216 AD) 

• Controversies and Challenges 

 

Christendom: Faith, Politics, and Culture 

• Political Christendom: Theocratic Aspirations and Reality 

• Cultural Christendom: Shared Heritage and Divergence 

• Christendom in the Modern World: A Diminished Reality  

 

Charlemagne and the Carolingian Renaissance 

• The Carolingian Empire and the Church 

• Church Reforms and Standardization 

• Legal Codes and Canon Law 

• The Carolingian Renaissance: A Cultural Revival 

• Controversies and Challenges 
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Byzantine Christianity: The Great Schism of 1054 and the Divergence of 

Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism 

• The Byzantine Empire: A New Center of Christianity  

• Theological Discrepancies: Filioque and Iconoclasm 

• The Great Schism: Power, Jurisdiction, and Theology 

• Lasting Impacts and Attempts at Reconciliation 

 

The Crusades and Their Impact on the Medieval Church 

• The First Crusade and the Capture of Jerusalem (1096-1099 AD) 

• Motivations Behind the Crusades 

• Impact on Papal Authority 

• Theological and Ecclesiastical Repercussions 

• Interfaith Relations 

 

The Black Death and Social Upheaval: Erosion of Church Authority and the 

Rise of Anti-Clericalism 

• The Black Death: A Catastrophic Background 

• Erosion of Church Authority 

• Rise of Anti-Clericalism 

 

The Avignon Papacy and the Great Schism: Causes, Resolutions, and Impact 

on Papal Authority 

• Causes: From Rome to Avignon 

• The Great Schism: A House Divided 

• Resolutions: The Councils and the End of Schism 

• Impact on Papal Authority 

 

Medieval Scholasticism: Thomas Aquinas, Anselm of Canterbury, and the 

Rise of Universities 

• Thomas Aquinas: Bridging Faith and Reason 

• Anselm of Canterbury: The Power of Intellectual Faith.  

• The Rise of the University: Institutionalizing Knowledge and Faith 

• The Lasting Legacy of Scholasticism 


